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the subject should apply to the Foreign Office. The Consul sent a cablegram to the Embassy at Constantinople, in which he stated the facts of the case and suggested, I believe, a strong line of action. In some extraordinary manner a garbled version of this report found its way into the Press a few days later. An explanation of this incident, kindly vouchsafed by the Foreign Office, will be found in the appendix.
Ahmad and I made sworn statements, which are merely resumes of the story I have related here. I stayed in Hodeidahuntil it was certain that our presence as witnesses would not be required. There was no lack of evidence to support our statements : quite half the population of Sanaa were eye-witnesses to most of the facts alleged. Indeed the truth of these statements was never seriously challenged. The Turkish authorities contented themselves with denying everything without discussion, which is merely the Turkish way of saying that you can "go to blazes." Mohammed All went so far as to say he did not know I w;as an Englishman, and even the ingenuity of our own Foreign Office has so far failed to find justification for this " possibly disingenuous " statement. I, personally, have no hesitation whatever in characterizing it as a "terminological inexactitude."
Hodeidah is not the most pleasant place in the world to spend the month of June. A strong breeze blew most days, which rendered the heat less oppressive, but the dampness at this season is extreme. Another serious cholera epidemic broke out about this time and caused great mortality in the town and among the troops ; and the disaster of Geezan, which took place soon after my arrival, still further embarrassed the situation. The authorities took no measures to cope with the epidemic beyoncl directing special prayers to be said in the mosques and issuing a belated order prohibiting the sale of fruit in the market.
Despite these drawbacks, thanks to the hospitality of Dr. Richardson, I much enjoyed the three weeks I spent there. The day of the coronation was made the occasion of great festivities. In the morning the Consul held an official reception, to which came in turn the various classes of the community: the Turkish